
 

Procedures for Cantors 
 

1  Arrive 20 minutes before mass and sign in – earlier if practice is needed. 
  NO PRACTICE for 20 minutes directly preceding mass. 
 
2  Read over the Cantor Sheet that has been left on the Cantor Stand for you to be    

sure that all hymns are listed correctly as well as hymn numbers.  Check to make 
sure that the correct hymn numbers are on the board.  Communicate any changes 
to the priest/presider. 

 
3  Priest, deacon and acolytes will gather at the entrance of the church approximately 

2-3 minutes prior to the start of the liturgy.   
From your place at the Cantor Stand, watch the entrance of the church.  
Priest/Presider will signal you when it is time for Mass to start.    
Begin the welcome and introduction to the Opening Hymn.   

   
4  Throughout the liturgy, it is important that you lead the assembly in song – 

 including the responses. You will need to be at the microphone prior to the 
 beginning of each response. 

      
5  Immediately after the First Reading  

     (do not wait 10-15 seconds as in the past), 
  approach the ambo 
  carrying the music needed in an appropriate folder and 
  stopping at the center of the altar to make a profound bow. 

Once you arrive at the ambo, move the mic into a good 
position for yourself so that you can be heard.   
  The organist can start the introduction to the  
  Responsorial psalm as the cantor is moving  
  to the ambo. .  

 
6  Proclaim the psalm as the Word of God. 
 
7  Return to your seat taking your music with you.  

 (stop to bow and reverence the altar).  
 

8  After the Second Reading, 
  wait for the priest/presider to stand 
  as the signal to begin the Gospel Acclamation (Alleluia) 
 
9  Following the Prayer of the Faithful, 
  announce the offertory hymn by number, title and repeat number. 

(NOTE:  Allow the musician to play a few measures of instrumental introduction to allow time for 
the ushers to come forward and pass out the offertory baskets before starting the 1st verse of the 
offertory hymn.  Collections may take longer now that Ushers will be passing baskets twice if 
there is a 2nd Collection.)  

 
10  During the Eucharistic Prayer,  
  lead the assembly in the acclamations if they are sung,  
  and through your posture and attentiveness,  



  communicate a focus and reverence towards the altar. 
 
11  To receive communion do not come into the sanctuary. 
  When the priest comes to distribute communion to the assembly, 
  be the first to approach the sacrament. 
  You are encouraged to receive under both species.  
  If you choose to receive the Blood of Christ, 
  approach the deacon, or first minister, 
  and return to your seat by going behind the priest/presider. 
 
12  Return to the microphone and begin the communion hymn  
  only announcing the number. 
  There should be singing or instrumental music  
  until the entire assembly has received communion. 

(NOTE:  Instrumental music should continue after everyone has received Communion and until  the 
Eucharistic vessels have been purified, the Eucharist has been reposed in the tabernacle and the 
priest/presider sits down).  

 
13  At the conclusion of the mass, 
  announce the closing hymn by number, title and repeat number. 
 
 
 
ALSO KEEP IN MIND THE FOLLOWING:  
 

 The Entrance Hymn should wind down after the priest reaches the Presider’s Chair in 
the sanctuary during the Entrance Procession.  

 
 Play at least 2 verses of the Recessional Hymn (more if needed for Recessional 

Procession to exit the church).   
 

 There should be no repeat of the refrain of the Glory of God (for any arrangement that 
is used).  
 

 There should be no more than 3 repeats sung of the Great Amen.  
 
 For the Presentation of the Gifts -- If the chosen hymn is short and the gifts have not 

yet come forward by the conclusion of the hymn, the cantor should kindly lead the 
congregation in beginning the hymn again (starting with the first verse) and continuing 
through the rest of the hymn. If the priest has not yet washed his hands by the 
conclusion of this second round of the hymn, the cantor may stop singing and the 
accompanist may instrumentalize as she / he sees fit. Otherwise, the hymn should 
flow organically and conclude at a logical point, with instrumentation continuing until 
the washing of the hands and the priest’s invitation to “Pray Brothers and Sisters…”  

 
 A suggestion was made at the Liturgy Committee meeting for instrumental preludes 

ten or fifteen minutes before Mass in order to invite parishioners to silent preparation 
for participation in the Mass and reception of the Eucharist. It seems that prior to 
Mass, many of our parishioners are talking, which distracts others from praying. The 
option of instrumental preludes prior to Mass is dependent on the musician's 



availability, recognizing that some musicians already play preludes and that others 
are not able to make it that early to Mass given particular circumstances.  

 
 Marian hymns can be sung during the months of May and October as meditation 

hymns (before the start of Mass or after Communion).  Instrumentals of Marian hymns 
are also appropriate.  (Meditation hymns should be Catholic hymns and need to be 
pre-approved by the Pastor/Parish Administrator at least a week before the liturgy in 
which they will be used.) 

 
 Keep up the tempo of hymns and sing with enthusiasm.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Updated 11/27/19 - 2:45p.m.  

 


